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͑fath•om — (n) a unit of measure; (v) 
understand; measure the depth of
͑tin•ker — (v) attempt to repair or improve 

something



Why this workshop?

Our global civilization now rests on a 
vast foundation of data.
Japanese K–12 education has 
embraced data analysis and statistics.
Learning about data without using 
technology is fruitless.



TinkerPlots Demo

Please think of an integer from one to 
ten and write it down.



Fathom Demo

How much do you think Japanese 
teachers earn per month?



Timeline

1990’s
National Science Foundation funds 
development of Fathom and 
TinkerPlots
NCTM standards emphasize data 
analysis
Emergence of Advanced Placement 
(AP) Statistics at secondary level



Emergence of Data Analysis as a 
Mathematics Standard




